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The Tetbury Minor Injuries Unit offers treatment for adults, children and young people for a wide range of minor injuries. You can drop in without an appointment, or you may be referred by your GP or other healthcare professional. We will treat most patients within 1 hour. 








Opening Times:
Open 5 days a week.
Mon day – Friday 08.30 – 16.30 (last admission time 16.00)







In an Emergency:
Southmead Hospital 0117 4145100 (Emergency Department)
Gloucestershire Hospital 03004222222 (Main Switch)
Royal United Hospital, Bath 01225 824391 (Emergency Department)
Great Western Hospital, Swindon 01793 604020 (Main Switch)
Address & Telephone numbers:


Tetbury Hospital Trust
Malmesbury Road
Tetbury
Gloucestershire
GL8 8XB
01666 502336 (Reception)
01666 501761 (MIU)

www.tetburyhospital.co.uk
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Tetanus vaccination 



Information for Patients attending the Minor Injuries Unit
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Date………………………..
Tetanus vaccination  
A tetanus vaccination is given as part of the NHS childhood vaccination programme.
The full course of the vaccination requires five injections, usually given on the following schedule:
· the first three doses are given as part of the 5-in-1 vaccine for babies at two, three and four months of age 
· a booster dose is given as part of the 4-in-1 pre-school booster at around four years of age 
· a final booster is given as part of the 3-in-1 teenager booster between 13 and 18 years of age 
After the course of five injections, you should have long-lasting protection against tetanus. Older children and adults may not have completed the course and therefore sometimes require tetanus injection following a cut or wound which lasts for 10 years.
What is tetanus? 
Tetanus is caused by bacteria called Clostridium tetani. These bacteria can survive for a long time outside the body, and are commonly found in soil and the manure of animals such as horses and cows.
If they enter the body through a wound, the bacteria can quickly multiply and release a toxin that affects the nerves, causing symptoms such as muscle stiffness and spasms.
The bacteria can cause tetanus if they get into the body through:
· cuts and scrapes 
· tears or splits in the skin 
· burns 
· animal bites 
· body piercings, tattoos and injections 
· eye injuries 
· injection of contaminated drugs 
Deep wounds containing dirt or foreign objects are most likely to lead to tetanus, but the condition can occur after a minor injury you didn't notice at the time.
Side effects 
Common side effects are 
· Mild fever joint pain, muscle aches, nausea, tiredness, or pain/itching/swelling/redness at the injection site may occur. If any of these effects persist or worsen, tell the doctor or pharmacist promptly. 
Most people using this medication do not have serious side effects. 
Tell the doctor immediately if any of these rare but very serious side effects occur:
· tingling of the hands/feet, hearing problems, trouble swallowing, muscle weakness, seizures. 
A very serious allergic reaction to this drug is rare. However, seek immediate medical attention if you notice any symptoms of a serious allergic reaction, including: 
· rash, itching/swelling especially of  face/tongue/throat, severe dizziness, trouble breathing. 


If you are unsure of anything, please do not hesitate to telephone. A nurse is always available to give advice and will be happy to help.
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